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Welcome to the latest edition of the
DAS Newsletter

It must have felt like a good idea at the time but having committed to doing the 3 National Peaks
Challenge for DAS Dalmatians, Tracey and Nick couldn't escape!   The amazing pair not only wanted to

climb the peaks but also wanted to do it in 24 hours!!!! Madness, or so you would have thought.  
So after lots of training, the day finally arrived and the two were chauffeured by Tracey's husband Russ,
on the long journey to the Highlands of Scotland and Ben Nevis.  On Saturday morning 6 July at 5am,
they began to climb Ben Nevis. It would be a very long and arduous day.  Not only the walking but the

traffic from all peaks had to be in their favour to achieve the time they hoped for.  Russ had a very
important part to play in their day making sure he took the quickest way between peaks.  So  when Nevis

was completed, slightly sooner than anticipated,  all was going well.
On to Scarfell in Cumbria.  This proved harder than Nevis - brutal - was the word used but completed in

3.35hrs. where normally 4 hours is a good time.  So on to Snowden, possibly the most difficult as it 
was going to be completed in the DARK!  Some challenges on the road with traffic also had to be

overcome too.  However, this fearless pair managed to complete the challenge with minutes to spare. 
National three peaks challenge completed in 23 hours 51 mins. 

They travelled 467 miles between peaks.       Went to three countries.
Walked 27 miles.      Ascended 10,052 ft.

Raised over £2000 (inc gift aid) and won the admiration of all involved with DAS Dalmatians.  The words
seem inadequate but a MASSIVE THANK YOU to you both.  We are humbled and extremely grateful, not

to mention extremely proud of your achievement and of your support for DAS Dalmatians
Not all superheroes wear capes - some wear hikng boots and carry rucksacks!

FANCY A CHALLENGE?
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Over the last few months we have been raising money to concrete the yard.  Thank you to everyone who
has donated.   Pictures show the progress with this task.  As you may know DAS Dalmatians is way off
the beaten track and getting anything delivered is a nightmare.  Despite contacting many local suppliers

they failed to turn up for quoting or gave ridiculous quotes, it has proved impossible
to get any professional help with this project.

 
WHY CONCRETE?

 
Well DAS is home to red soil and when it rains there is nowhere for the water to go and it becomes very

muddy for the dogs.  During the winter lots of bark chips were laid but this was only a temporary measure
and has proved difficult for dally paws now it has dried out.  Also there is nowhere for the dogs to keep

their claws worn down and we all know how time consuming and traumatic clipping claws can be!
So what to do?  In step Dave ...... handyman extraordnaire!

He is laying quick set concrete and flags (having prepared the ground before) and hopefully making a
drain so that flooding doesn' t happen again.  A very difficult and laborious task as each bag and flag has
to be lifted from the car and taken to where it needs to be.  The idea is that the space to the gate will be
covered and create a large firm area for the dogs.  So if anyone is local who could lend a hand please

contact Sue.  
 

As well as concreting, we are on the look out for plastic play houses.  The dogs love them and a Wendy
House Village will look just fab. Agility equipment too if possible.  So if you know of any locally that could

be donated please let us know
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONCRETING

THE YARD

Thank you 



Deafness can occur in one or both ears which should be picked up by the breeder who have
them BAER tested at around 6 weeks old.  It would be irresponsible to breed from dogs affected
by deafness and some breeders have culled puppies for being deaf.
A deaf dog needs a lot of commitment and patience whilst training and in the long run you will
have a happy obedient dog.  This is not a quick process but if done correctly you will have a most
loving faithful dog.
Living with a deaf dog can be extremely rewarding and they are often quicker at picking things up
than a hearing dog. They are very loving, responsive and manageable but you must always
remember they can’t hear and you need to communicate exactly what you need with your actions
and expressions.
At first find a way to keep your dogs attention on you, use a toy or treats then you have a reward
to use when they do something right. This is better than been hands on as you don’t want to
scare them.
Communication is the key and the use hand signals are extremely important, but you must
always be consistent. For example thumbs up and a smiley face when they get things right and a
wagging finger and a stern face when doing something they shouldn’t.
Each action will need a different signal and all members of your family need to use the same
signals otherwise your dog will get confused.
Deaf dogs will follow you whenever you move. This is because they can’t hear so by following
you they can see what is happening. Many find that deaf dogs don’t often sleep through the day
for this reason or if they do sleep they will be touching you so they know when you are moving.
 
The deaf dog network is a great source of information:-
https://en-gb.facebook.com/groups/thedeafdognetwork/694670037244557
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What's been happening at  DAS since the last newsletter

 

DAS Dalmatians took 4 Dalmatians from a rescue that was raided in Lincolnshire.  Three

of the four were deaf and one wasn't a Dalmatian at all but an American Bulldog.  All now

being looked after and loved. 

 

Some may be familiar with the story of Dave the Dalmatian, who was surrendered by his

owner due to ill health and sold to someone on a recommendation from the breeder. The

dog was then advertised for sale at over double what was paid for him.  There was a lot of

talk about it on the dalmatian pages and after a few days Sue got involved.  Did her Miss

Marple bit and found that Melvin (Dave's ill owner) knew nothing about the fact he was

being sold on.  He was absolutely mortified so went and took Dave back.  Sue

recommended The Cinnamon Trust for help with walks etc.  However, she then asked for

donations towards a second hand mobility scooter for Melvin so he would be able to keep

some independence and also take Dave for a walk,  As always the DAS family rallied and

donated.  However, a generous guy called Wayne from Out N About Mobility Ltd in

Nottingham stepped in and donated a scooter for Melvin.  A fabulous story that restores

your faith in human nature. Because of Wayne's generosity, Sue returned all the

donations, though many said keep for DAS.   However, we all know Sue well enough to

know that is not her way, she is honest and transparent, thats why we love her.  Melvin

and Dave can now have fun on daily walks.  Thanks to Sue and Wayne. 

 

The DAS Dalmatian 202o calendar is now available and orders are now being taken.  This

year the calendar is full of Rainbow Bridge Dalmatians,  Lots of tears but lots of happy

memories contained in it.  If you haven't already ordered one , you can do so by sending

£10.50, which includes postage, via paypal using friends and family options please and

writing Calendar with your address in the notes box.  Please remember your address or we

will not know where to send it.  :) 

 

A set of Agility equipment has been donated for canine enrichment.  More required to

enable the 'residents' to have more exciting play.

 

Some of the oldies, Edna and Tatty Teddy aka Charlie have been enjoying themselves in a  

dog friendly tea room - Coffee Cakes and Curtains - BOS in Burnham on Sea. Looks like

they had a great time. 
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Sam, part of our fundraising team gave birth to a little boy, born on 30 June.  He is called Parker
Paul Charles and despite being in NICU for 5 days he is now home and making his presence

known!!  
Congratulations to Sam, her husband Nath and to Ollie and Skye who are now big brother and sister. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Looking very chilled out - gorgeous boy

On 21 September, Martin Smith and team The Misfits will be taking part in the Banchory
Beast Race at Knockburn Loch .  This is a punishing 10k obstacle course race over tough

Scottish terrain.  30 mega obstacles; giant water slides; icy loch water; thick mud &
swamp crossings.  

All this to raise money for DAS Dalmatians.  
If you would like to sponsor The Misfits please go to

https://wonderful.org/fundraiser/dasbeastrace-4c895428
Good luck guys and Thank You
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DAS is UK based and only rehomes in UK.  If you are interested in adopting from DAS :-
Visit the website and download an adoption form. these can be located at the top of each page or
underneath the dogs for adoption.  Once this is completed and returned and all is ok then you will
receive a call from a volunteer who will visit you to complete a home check.  If all is approved then
wait for a suitable dog.  Of course, you can also chat with Sue too. 
It is important to understand that some rescue dogs require a lot of patience and time as they may
have been traumatised by situations they have been in prior to rescue.  They need commitment and
love to help them adjust to their new home.  If this is the case then you will be given as much
information as possible.  It is important to recognise that it may take many months.  However, DAS is
always available for help,  advice and support.  
 
At the time of writing this newsletter, DAS Dalmatians has no dogs to rehome. However, its doubtful it
will stay that way for long.    All those who have found their furever homes are detailed on subsequent
pages.  In total 12 dogs have been rehomed since the last newsletter in May.  That's an awful lot of
phone calls, emails, journey arranging and tears.  Thank you to all the volunteers that help for their
time, enthusiasm and love.

Adopting a Spot 

JUST A REMINDER AS SUMMER IS HERE

Some tips when travelling with your dog:

 
Rule 57 of the Highway Code states "When in a vehicle make sure dogs or other animals are
suitably restrained so they cannot distract you while you are driving or injure you, or themselves, if
you stop quickly".  You can be fined up to £5000 and invalidate your insurance if your dog is not
secured in the car.
Restrain your dog by using harness, a crate or a guard
Make sure you have enough water for the journey
Use sun shades if you have them to stop direct sunlight
Make regular stops if on a long journey
Make sure your dog is comfortable
Be mind full of motion sickness.  May be helped by facing the dog forwards

 
Don't let your dog put their head out of the window - there have been horrific accidents when
vehicles pass by you. 
Don't forget to switch of the airbag if dog is travelling restrained in front seat.  Can do more damage
than good if deployed
Don't travel without a microchip or ID tag on your dog
Don't have windows fully opened - your dog may try to jump out of it
Don't  leave your dog alone in the car
Dont feed them just before travelling but don't forget to take enough food with you

Source - RAC 
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DALMATIANS THAT HAVE FOUND THEIR FURVER HOME
SINCE THE LAST NEWSLETTER

SUCCESS STORIES

Larry Denis Daisy  (deaf)

Sammy Harvey Max

Choccy  (deaf) Beano Bella

All but 2 of these beautiful spots went straight from their old homes to their new ones.
Also rehomed Buster, Wombat and Luna so 12 dogs in total
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As you  are probably aware if you follow the facebook pages, there is quite a large group
of elderly Dalmatians who live at DASVILLE.

These beautiful elderly ladies and gentlemen are loving life and enjoying mooching about
the fields as well as playing with each other and their younger brothers and sisters.

 
This is Edna

 
My name is Edna and I was born in 2005, think in January - my memory is not what it
used to be!   I came here to my new mum and dad when my owner was being made

homeless.  I was the last puppy that he bred. 
 Since arriving here I have had 9 teeth out because they were bad.  I put them under my

new bed for the tooth fairy cos mum said it cost a lot to have them out.  Mum said the
tooth fairy came but I think she means lots of lovely people donated for it, so thank you! I
also had my nails cut and I am now having  PharmaQuin to help my creaking joints and
spine.  When I arrived mum noticed that I was also incontinent while sleeping, but she

gives me drops for it and I am much better now.  Mum says that I was quiet at first but am
now one of the gang and love to be out in the field.    I don't know if she has noticed but I

get very excited to see Donkey!  He is so handsome and tall.  I love my cuddles and
kisses and I get plenty here, as well as trips to the beach and to a lovely coffee shop. 

 Who would have thought that an old girl like me would be doing such things.  Thank you
mum and dad...........

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

.......I JUST LOVE YOU
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 Adopting a Rescue can be very rewarding.  However, you must be prepared to be patient and
allow the dog to settle and do things at their own pace.  Some rescues have had difficult lives
and this can need a lot of work on your part.  You must be prepared to not give up at the first

hurdle.  

Below is a story about one dog that has been rescued by DAS and now has their
Happy Ever After

HUGO 
This is his story, thank you to his owner for sharing

Watching Hugo today, snoozing contentedly in the sunshine in the garden, it made me realise how
much he has changed in the past year.
On a cold day last spring, I drove about 40 miles in the pouring rain to collect Hugo. Sue from DAS
had explained all about him to me over the telephone, so I had a pretty good idea of what to expect.
The timing wasn’t ideal because it was only a couple of months after I had lost my beloved
Labrador/pointer cross girl, who was nearly 17 when she died. But when I heard about his sad life so
far, I knew I had to say yes.    
DAS had arranged a ‘dally train’ to get him to the place I was collecting him. His journey was from
another part of the country. He was much smaller than I had expected, and emotionally “flooded”.
Severely underweight, with a mouth full of brown teeth and claws like a bear; Hugo was a sorry sight.
No-one knew how old he was (about 7 was the best guess). He had been used for many years as a
‘stud dog’ and had now reached an age where he was considered too old and was no longer wanted.
From the moment I met him, Hugo was very friendly. When I got him home I could see that he was
desperate for affection. So desperate that every time I sat down, he climbed onto me, and every time
I stood up,  he jumped up at me. This continued until he eventually fell asleep on one of my fleeces
on the sofa. By then we were both exhausted.
The following morning, I woke up wondering whether I had made a mistake in agreeing to adopt him.
I was covered in scratches and bruises. However, I am not someone who gives in easily, and after a
disastrous attempt to go for a lead walk (Hugo clearly did not know how to walk on a lead), we went
to the vets for a full health check. For reasons that I do not know, Hugo had not been to the vets for
five years. When we arrived, and saw all the other dogs sitting quietly, Hugo chose to climb onto the
chairs and tried to jump up onto the reception desk. As no paperwork had been forthcoming from the
previous owner, we had to re-start his vaccinations and also the flea and worm treatments. After a full
check-up, Hugo was pronounced healthy, although he needed urgent dental work plus an extreme
manicure/pedicure. His nails were so long that the vet said the only way he could clip them would be
under general anaesthetic. An appointment was arranged at the end of the following week for
neutering, full dental, and nail clipping – all under general anaesthetic.
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.And then began the start of the rest of Hugo’s life. He was, and still is, almost entirely silent. He does
have a good bark, but rarely chooses to use it.  He learned the basic commands quickly, and soon
realised that washing machines and ovens are not things to put one’s head into. His lead walking
improved rapidly, and he loved exploring the countryside with me. It became apparent, though, that he
had little or no experience of normal home life or the world outside. He was terrified of umbrellas,
traffic, rain, and even the sound of leaves rustling. He was also extremely reactive to other dogs.
Perhaps because he was so underweight, he perceived almost everything he came across to be a
food source; both in the house and outdoors. This included his – and other dogs’ poo! Over time, and
with training, he learned to resist the temptation (mostly).  
As the warmer weather arrived, I anticipated that we would spend much more time outdoors. Although
Hugo loved being out on walks, it was clear to me that he was afraid to be in the garden. He was
extremely clean and always went into the garden to toilet, but would then run straight back into the
house immediately afterwards. Gradually, I was able to allay his fears of the garden by sitting working
at the table outside, or doing his training outside. But he could not bear the back door to be closed. I
strongly suspected that he had been shut outside (sometimes in the rain), at his previous home.  I
made sure that he was never in the garden on his own, with the back door shut. His confidence
increased and he began to enjoy relaxing in garden, and rolling on the lawn. I also had bought him
some puzzles (where he had to work out how to open the little drawers to get access to the treats
inside) and he loved them. Unfortunately, he appeared to have never had a chance to learn how to
play; despite hours of me running around the garden throwing balls and encouraging him to play with
other toys, Hugo seemed bemused by the concept, and would simply go back into the house.   
Over time, I realised that a lot of the information that the previous owner had given to DAS was wrong.
Hugo did not ‘mark’ in the house (which was the excuse given for keeping him in a cage), he did not
have poor recall (his recall is excellent), he did not particularly like baths, but endured them (I wonder if
that was the only time he was ever given anything resembling affection), and his reactive outbursts
were mainly due to lack of experience of the world around him. In short, his life so far had been very
‘sheltered’ but not in a good way. But this had not dampened his friendly nature, or his interest in the
world around him.
I set up a plan for him to have enriching life experiences; interesting walks, weekends away to stay
with friends or at dog friendly hotels, and he even would come to the hairdressers with me (and be
petted by the customers and staff alike). He loved the attention he got from all the people he met.  He
became much less nervous of the car, as he was now associating it with trips out to exciting and fun
places.
He will always have enough food (and so does not need to dig holes in the garden to bury treats, in
case he never gets another one), and he can snooze peacefully when and where he wants to. The
outside world is for exploring, and the garden is a safe and enjoyable place. Kitchen work surfaces will
always be a source of interest (particularly if people are unwise enough to put food on them), but the
bin is no longer something to be dived into head first, and shoes & spectacles are not for chewing.
The first year of our life together has involved both of us learning a lot about each other. We have both
had to work hard at times, but it has been immensely rewarding. Hugo is a fabulous dog and I am
looking forward to many more years companionship.  I am extremely grateful to everyone at DAS for
making this possible for us.
 
 
 
 

If you have a rescue dog and would like to tell their story,  Please contact
spotsfundraising@gmail.com

Names can be changed and it can be anonymous.
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 Treats for our Dallies

Ingredients
150g Oat/rice/coconut flour

60g rolled oats
1 Mashed banana

3 tbsp Whole peanut butter(no
xylitol)

1 Beaten egg
1 tsp Cinnamon

 
Method

Mix together oats, flour and
cinnamon

Add mashed banana, beaten
egg and peanut butter until

forms a dough
Knead on floured surface until
smooth, leave for 15 mins at

room temperature,  then roll out
to 7mm thick

Cut out biscuits shapes, place
onto lined baking tray and bake

for around 25-30 mins until
crisp and golden

Allow to cool

BANANA &
PEANUT BONES

BLUEBERRY &
FLAX BONES

Ingredients
225g Oat/rice/coconut flour

50g Flaxseed meal
40g Blueberries

115g Natural plain yoghurt
1 tbsp Honey

 
 
 

Method
Mix together flour and flaxseed

meal
Add yoghurt and honey and

mix well,
Add blueberries and mix into a

soft dough
Knead on floured surface until
smooth, roll out to 7mm thick
Cut out biscuits shapes, place

onto lined baking tray and bake
for around 25-30 mins until

crisp and golden
Allow to cool
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HOW YOU CAN
HELP

 

Donate via standing order.  Just £1 a week - less than a cup of coffee- can make a massive
difference! 

 Bank Account details are  TSB Sort Code 77-26-17 Acc 23149968 
 

Sponsor Our Spots - see the website. 
You can sponsor one of the permanent DAS dogs from just £5 a month

 
Join our Fundraising Page on Facebook for raffles, auctions and weekly draw

https://www.facebook.com/groups/DAS101
 

Join Easyfundraising online - a donation of what you spend comes to DAS
Use easyfundraising to switch your car & home insurance, purchase a new tv package, take a new mobile

contract or switch your gas supplier and you can raise up to £200 for Dalmatian Adoption Society and
Rescue! You can get yourself a better deal at the same time so check it out

Aviva will donate up to £30, More Than up to £22.50, Vodafone and EE up to £35, SKY up to £52.50 and
British Gas up £25, to name just a few.

today:https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/dasuk1/
 
 

EVERY PENNY HELPS AND GOES TO THE DOGS.
 
 

One 15kg bag of dog food now only lasts ONE day.  
 

SO if you can help in any way, no matter how small we would be very grateful.  
 

THANK YOU
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DAS Dalmatians has registered with Recycling for Good Causes
Making money from broken and unwanted items

 
You can donate all your broken and unwanted jewellery to raise money for DAS Dalmatians

If you have any gold, silver, odd earrings, broken chains, costume jewellery and watches, you can recycle
them at no cost to you whilst making money for us

 
  Any jewellery – gold, silver, costume jewellery, watches, broken and damaged items (like odd earrings,

snapped chains or items with missing stones).
 

 You can donate any unwanted banknotes from ANY country of any age, so all of those obsolete pre-euro
notes are a perfect start!

 
Our partners at Recycling for Good Causes will reuse and recycle the jewellery and Banknotes, giving the

proceeds to DAS Dalmatians, saving precious raw materials at the same time.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE SEND ANY ITEMS TO
 

 Shirley Plummer, 3 Park St, Brighouse HD6 1AD
 

These will be collected and placed in a sack for free collection when the sack is full
Examples of items that can be recycled are included on the pictures.

 
If you have any questions please contact Recycling for Good Causes directly on 

Tel 0800 633 5323
Email: info@recyclingforgoodcauses.org

 
INKJET CARTRIDGES AND TONERS ARE RECYCLED BY ANOTHER COMPANY SO

PLEASE CONTACT US,  AND WE CAN SEND YOU AN ENVELOPE FOR THOSE 
They must be genuine makes ie HP, Epson, Brother etc and not compatible ones 

 


